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Tanvi Kant: Cut, Stitch, Adorn
‘Cut, Stitch, Adorn’ – a unique exhibition by Tanvi Kant is set to go on show at Touchstones Rochdale. Tanvi Kant is one of eight artists who work with crafts media and have been awarded bursaries by the shape of things (TSOT) to create new work and a subsequent solo exhibition. Cut, Stitch, Adorn will open on 17 July and run until 3 October 2010.
TSOT is a national programme supported by Arts Council England. TSOT explores the distinctive contribution artists make to influence or reflect national identity, the intercultural nature of British society and its connections with global cultures through a series of exhibitions and events from 2010 to 2011. 

Director of TSOT, David Kay says:

 "TSOT aims to provide opportunities for artists working with craft media to develop their talents and work closely with curators to produce new work for exhibition and installation in public spaces. TSOT seeks to stimulate debate about the contribution contemporary craft makes to a society that is culturally diverse. By enabling artists to have an independent voice through their work on issues such as identity, which can inform and engage local communities, TSOT encourages a practice, audience and market for contemporary crafts representative of the society we live in today.”
Tanvi’s references textile crafts drawn from her Indian Gujarati cultural heritage in the process of creating beautiful, unique jewellery from re-used textiles. Alongside her continuing work which employs wrapping and binding techniques to form neckpieces and bracelets, for the shape of things Tanvi has developed a new body of work using sections of fabric cut, hand stitched and embellished with embroidery, knotting, precious stones or hand-formed porcelain. 

The collections of fabrics for her new work were sourced from relatives and family friends who sew at home. They are the remnants of material used to make blouses which are worn under saris; a short top which is tailored to fit each individual wearer. With the garment itself cut away, the remaining fabric is ghostly and ethereal; the part now missing is being worn, belonging to someone. The pieces created from this shadow are loose and flowing, draping over the body. 

Other new pieces reference fresh flower garlands of loose petals; in India the stems of cut flowers are discarded and just the heads and petals used in arrangements. Here circles of fabric are cut from remnants and layered on top of each other and stitched upon creating neckpieces with great depths of colour. 

Speaking about her work, Tanvi says: “The opportunity for the shape of things exhibition has given me the time to look into my previous research into techniques used in the preparation of textile and fibre before dyeing and weaving.  I have been able to create new work, which retains the tactile, colourful and combining of both jewellery and textile practice.”

Tanvi’s practice can be traced back to the hand-sewn hem of her mother’s sari. Whilst on her degree in Sustainable Design at the University of Derby which encouraged experimentation, Kant unpicked the hem and then parts of the woven cloth through curiosity. This examination led to her fascination with textiles and the processes used to construct and embellish them. 

Tanvi’s jewellery challenges traditionally worn gold jewellery. Her choice of materials refers to recycling and sustainability but they also give reference to more personal and collective histories, subverting traditional notions of material value and beauty.

A full colour catalogue is being published to coincide with the exhibition and will include an essay on Tanvi’s work by Dr Jessica Hemmings, Associate Director of the Centre for Visual & Cultural Studies at Edinburgh College of Art. 
Touchstones Rochdale is managed by the Link4Life Cultural Trust and is located on The Esplanade, Rochdale, OL16 1AQ. We are open Monday to Saturday 10am – 5pm, Sundays and Bank Holidays 12noon – 4:30pm.For further information call 01706 924492 or visit www.link4life.org/touchstones
ENDS
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Special Guest, Sarah Maxfield, Director - Arts Council North West will open the show on Friday 16 July 2010, 6pm- 8pm. Refreshments will be provided.  

The artist, Tanvi Kant will also be in attendance.


Notes for Editors

Background Information:

Tanvi is currently based in Leicester but will move to London later in the year to embark upon an MA in Goldsmithing, Silversmithing, Metalwork & Jewellery at the Royal College of Art which she intends to use as an opportunity to immerse herself in making, continuing to develop her practice. 
Tanvi has been on the Crafts Council’s National Register of Makers since 2007 and was nominated for Jerwood Contemporary Makers in 2009. She has previously exhibited at City Gallery, Leicester; V&A Museum, Electrum Gallery, London and the Scottish Gallery, Edinburgh. This year she also features in; Portage: Extremes of Scale, Bonhaga Gallery, Lerwick, Shetland and in a group show at Flow Gallery, London with the other seven artists taking part in the shape of things. 
Taslim Martin is also developing a solo exhibition for TSOT at Touchstones Rochdale. Taslim is of African and Caribbean descent questions in his work whether there is such a thing as an appropriate artistic response to an artist's cultural background. He produces both figurative sculpture and functional objects and one of his works 'Secret Dovetail' was acquired by the British Museum.
Other venues across the UK who are taking part in TSOT are:

Bristol’s City Museum and Art Gallery

Bilston Craft Gallery

The City Gallery, Leicester

For more information of TSOT visit: www.theshapeofthings.org.uk
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· Yvonne Hardman, Art Gallery Officer

Email: yvonne.hardman@link4life.org Tel: 01706 924945

· Mashuda Begum, Communications Officer 

Email: mashuda.begum@link4life.org Tel: 01706 924942 
For further TSOT information please contact:

· Mary Rahman, Press and PR Consultant
Email: mary@mr-pr.com Tel: 0207 7491136
