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DATE: 29/11/11
PRESS RELEASE: Chien-Wei Chang explores the cultural use of ‘the cellar’ and letting go of the past with major new installation in Leicester as part of the shape of things crafts initiative.
New Walk Museum & Art Gallery, Leicester is delighted to present an exhibition entitled ‘Don't look back! I told you so’, new work by British Taiwanese silversmith Chien-Wei Chang. As part of the national crafts initiative the shape of things from 11 February to 25 March 2012, Chien-Wei’s latest work responds to the idea of the cellar as an intimate self-enclosing space inhabited by a multitude of containers ready to protect, store and ferment the nutritious substances necessary to preserve life. He also explores the journey of life and how we need to let go of the past and difficult experiences if we are to embrace a fulfilling future. 
Chien-Wei’s ‘cellar’ is a space of mystery, secrets and hidden transformation. Within its bottles and storage containers Chien-Wei has placed thoughts on his day-to-day life as he pursues his creative path. The ‘cellar’ is used to preserve the evidence of his journey through time and to create a kind of a diary room or archive.  

Chien-Wei Chang is renowned for his striking re-interpretation of seemingly every day domestic objects such as ladles and bowls in materials such as silver, wood and bamboo that reflect the artist’s Chinese heritage. In this exhibition, he has stepped away from his main practice of silver/metalsmithing to create a major new installation work combining hundreds of recycled glass bottles alongside exquisitely crafted handmade objects. Chien-Wei has always drawn on cultural references for his work using his own background as resource and inspiration. Many of the starkly restrained objects he creates use cultural associations to explore differing perceptions of cultural worth and value. The focus on the jar as vessel or container with specific cultural connotations of transformation sees the artist depict the process of creative ideas evolving, life changing and transforming.
Taiwanese Artist of Chinese descent Chien-Wei Chang moved to the UK in 2000 at the age of 29. Despite the absence of formal training, he was accepted onto the MA in Silversmith & Jewellery Allied Crafts degree at London Guildhall University in 2000. Chang’s work has attracted much attention since he graduated in 2004 including winning one of the 2010 Jerwood Contemporary Makers Prizes, together with representation at Collect at the Saatchi Gallery in 2010-11 and at Origin, Somerset House, London in 2006 and 2007, as well as a solo exhibition at Manchester City Art Gallery in 2007/08 and the group show ‘Urban Field’ at the Crafts Study Centre, Farnham and ‘In the Window’ at Bluecoat Display Centre, Liverpool, both in 2007.

As a result of winning the shape of things bursary, Chien-Wei Chang has been able to develop an exciting new body of work that will substantially extend his creative practice beyond the commercially focused career he has successfully pursued since 2000, one of the pre-requisites for the British nationality that he was recently granted. This opportunity has been a momentous one for Chien-Wei, encouraging him to question the boundaries between art and society and taking him on a cultural journey in search of both shared humanity across cultures and of his own creative destiny.
Over the past 11 years Chien-Wei Chang has experienced the difficulties of UK immigration. Whilst working on the shape of things he has gone through the process of becoming a British citizen – which was granted in November 2011. This has had a profound effect on him personally, and has influenced the work he has produced for the exhibition. He says:

“Becoming a British citizen and being a part of the shape of things project at this stage of my life has a profound meaning for me personally. I would say that those artists who are able to just talk about pure aesthetics are definitely the lucky ones! Does the idea of Utopia in the art world really exist? A place where artists think only of art for art’s sake’ while making the work. Or is it just a dream for us to pursue?
Life is not just about finding the answer.  It is a journey of hope towards the unknown. Sometimes it leads us into the territory of loss and pain but it also reminds us of our common bonds of humanity and teaches us how to forgive and love.”
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MEDIA CONTACTS

James Hickford, Marketing Officer: james.hickford@leicester.gov.uk or 0116 252 7386 and Mary Rahman at The Shape of Things: mary@mr-pr.com or 0207 7491136 

NOTES TO EDITOR

· The shape of things is an ambitious and exciting artists' exhibition and venue development initiative for contemporary crafts. The shape of things aims to encourage a contemporary crafts professional practice, audience and market that is culturally diverse and representative. The shape of things is creating an opportunity and context for considering and debating what distinctive contribution artists make to influence or reflect national identity, to connect Britain with global cultures and to reference the intercultural nature of British society. The projects include a bursary programme, partnerships with gallery and museum spaces, a publication programme, a visual database of artists' work, and an education programme. This exhibition, together with the shape of things initiative has been generously supported by Arts Council England. www.theshapeofthings.org.uk
· New Walk Museum & Art Gallery, Leicester's original museum has wide ranging collections and displays spanning the natural and cultural world. Located on the historic New Walk area of the city, our temporary exhibitions feature works from our collections, touring exhibitions from National Museums and a programme of contemporary art and craft exhibitions. A family friendly day-out, the galleries include Dinosaurs, Egyptians, Wild Space and World Arts. New Walk Museum & Art Gallery is run by Leicester City Council. 
VISITOR INFORMATION

New Walk Museum & Art Gallery, New Walk, Leicester LE1 7EA
Free admission
T: 0116 225 4900 W: www.leicester.gov.uk/museums 
Opening Times: Monday – Saturday: 10.00am – 5.00pm Sunday: 11.00am – 5.00pm

