Comments from members of the public on visiting the exhibitions
Tanvi Kant and Taslim Martin Touchstones, Rochdale

‘I really liked the sense of colour and I really loved her spirit to create beautiful pieces.’

‘Horrible looking (not at all delicate). Too garish and bold. Not a good look for jewellery.’
‘Sorry this is not art and don't try & tell me it is. Total rubbish.’
Taslim's show: 

'I loved this. Uncluttered display. Brilliant red clay work on the walls. Video v. interesting.' 

'Interesting how he has used a variety of materials, yet developing the same style.' 

'A very interesting exhibition. A unique twist being able to see the artist and speak to him about his work in progress.' 

'Second visit - just had to return to see this exquisite work and meet the man!'

Tanvi’s show: 

'Such beautiful work! I would love to have it all!!' 

'Tanvi your work is stunning! It's inspirational - you have amazing making skills. Well done - you have made me think about making art.' 

'Excellent video - to watch then gives better appreciation of the work - really colourful and inspiring. Inspired to try something different with off cuts of material! Came back with a seat to fully appreciate the work involved in each piece.' 

Halima Cassell and Siko Kinoshita, Bilston

‘Awe inspiring’
‘Very exciting, Seiko and Halima’s work are very different, but also very complementary, I would like to see them collaborate on individual pieces.’
‘It is unusual for the gallery to use this form of bare necessity in art, but I think that it will make people realize that they too can do the same or similar which is a good thing.’
‘I am very surprised at this work.’
‘I find the work innovative and questionable in terms of cultural identity.  Myself I work with exploring identity.  Very interesting exhibition.’
‘This cool and calm oasis is food for the soul.  The installations are inspirational, fresh and thoughtful.  Curating excellent as usual.  Thank you.’
‘Great idea with the interactive map! I am going to copy this idea for my art room at school.’
Maggie Scott, Leicester:
‘I was completely blown away by those pictures and very very moved. The work involved was mind boggling and the content just heartbreaking in some instances, and angry making in others. Just amazing!’
‘I was so taken aback when I saw the exhibition and memories of my childhood - doing and feeling similar things and yet in a different country and of a different culture took me by surprise.’
‘It has taken me many years to accept my colour and I think I preferred the person I visualised myself to be in my mind than reality!!’
‘What I love about Maggie Scott’s pictures is that they are so accessible.  The meaning, the feeling behind the work is felt very soon after the first viewing.  Then they grow as you look at them.  This is so rare with art today where you have to fight through intellectual justification of the most trivial work.  This is not to say the work is not subtle.  The delicacy of the techniques she has evolved are so much part of the work, they never obtrude.’
‘Individually I connected with each of the pieces on display and collectively I felt these pieces created in me an overwhelming sense of pride and an acceptance that it is ok to champion the cause of Pan-Africanism alongside recognising my rightful position as a black British female living and raising a family in the UK - an ideology I did not previously embrace fully.’
‘My favourite part was the ‘mirror mirror’ piece - whilst speaking to my aunt Elaine about it after I cried, as it truly touched me, the idea that I could put my self in that position and remember a time when the colour of my skin was not apparent to me or my friends I was simply Amani.’
Chien-Wei Chang, Leicester:
‘I had a ‘light bulb’ moment seeing Chien-Wei’s work and the connections between our concerns with personal history and object based narrative form.’
‘The exhibition was quality through and through. The ideas, presentation and quality of workmanship were a breath of fresh air.’
‘Brilliant to have a craftsman of his calibre showing in Leicester.’
‘An interesting show full of surprises.’
‘A rich meditation of cultural identity and the nature of art.’
Rosa Nguyen and Alinah Azadeh, Bristol:
‘It took a bit of effort to understand the concept. However when understood the descriptions of the gifts were moving. Very interesting.’ 

‘Really beautiful. I felt like I had some of my own things to leave here, wrapped beautifully – becoming even more than they were. Very moving.’

‘Each item carries energy. I found this element a wonderful creation of energy in transition! Congratulations.’
‘I love art, which has a sense of humour, smile and feel your heart strings plucked.’
‘Brilliant’
‘We thought both elements of the exhibition were stunning beautifully executed and complementary of each other.’ 

‘Both sets of work are extremely moving and beautiful. An exhibition to engage both the emotions and the intellect.’
‘Inspirational use of textiles/objects and relationship with audience. More of this 'type' of innovative textile work please.’
‘Thank you  - stunning, beautiful and thoughtful. I'll remember this for a long time - hopefully forever.’
‘Amazing concept of life and earth, history and relationship.’
‘Best exhibition I've seen at this museum in many years. It's beautiful and very moving.’
‘Hi. We have used your exhibition as inspiration for our own gift for a friend and made a class mobile. We will exhibit this at the southville arts trail. The class yr 3 7-8s loved this exhibition. Thanks for the inspiration.’ 

‘I feel that this piece represents the diverse society of today's world.’ 

The shape of things at the Crafts Study Centre:
‘I've lived here for 20 years - never been before. Will come again. Fab.’
‘Wonderful textiles, superb visit, thank you!’
‘Really interesting, marvellous exhibition, thank you very much for your time.’

‘Extremely inspiring visit.’
‘Inspiring, thank you so much’
‘First visit - good spaces!’
‘Love the innovative ideas presented in an interesting way’
‘Wonderful exhibition’
